
Chapter 2: Measuring Crime    39

Without extraordinary knowledge of this incident, an 
analysis of these records would yield 168 victims and  
48 offenders. The data files underlying this analysis 
package have been adjusted to accurately reflect an 
incident with 168 victims and 3 offenders.44

In addition to the SHR, another national data collection system
administered in the United States to collect detailed informa-
tion on homicides is from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC). They developed the National Vital Statistics 
System (NVSS). When comparing the SHR and the NVSS, 
there is substantial overlap in homicide reporting (see Table 
2.3). Overall, the NVSS consistently demonstrates a higher
number of homicides than the SHR. This is probably due to the
variations in coverage and score as well as the voluntary versus 
mandatory reporting requirements.45

The SHR has been key in developing policy related to homi-
cide, especially since these data include not only the number of
homicides but also factors associated with these crimes (e.g., 
characteristics of the victims and offenders).46 The SHR has also 
been used to enhance our understanding of patterns and trends
pertaining to homicides, including the following: exploring
sibling homicide, or siblicide;47 examining choice of weapon in
male sexual homicides;48 comparing and understanding lethal
violence in Finland and the United States;49 and suggesting 
improvements of the SHR for collecting data on workplace 
homicides.50

Reporting System (NIBRS),
The SHR can also be considered 

the forerunner to the National 
Incidet-Based  since it provided 

additional information about 
incidents.51

The bombing of the 
Alfred P. Murrah Federal 
Building in Oklahoma 
City on April 10, 1995. 
What challenges do 
horrific incidents like this 
pose for the reporting of 
crime statistics?

NVSS SHR

Purpose Track all deaths Track crime statistics

Reporting source State vital registrars Law enforcement agencies

Initial report Death certificate Police report

Report responsibility Medical examiners and coroners Law enforcement officers

Homicide definition Injuries inflicted by another 
person with intent to injure or kill 
by any means

Willful killing of one human being 
by another; includes murders and 
nonnegligent manslaughters

Reporting is: Mandatory Voluntary

Data collection methods Manner/cause of death 
determined by medical 
examiners/coroners; 
demographic information is 
recorded by funeral directors on 
death certificates

In most states, reports from 
individual law enforcement 
agencies are compiled monthly 
by state-level agencies and then 
forwarded to the FBI

Source: Regoeczi, W., Banks, D., Planty, M., Langton, L., Annest, J. L., Warner, M., & Barnett-Ryan, C. (2014). The 
nation’s two measures of homicide. Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of Justice, p. 3.

Comparing the NVSS Fatal Injury Reports and the UCR Supplementary 
Homicide Reports

TABLE 2.3
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